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Reply to Office Action of January 14, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 (Currently amended) . A gene An isolated 
polynucleotide encoding a protein consisting of an amino acid 
sequence in which one or more amino acid rcoiduca arc deleted 
from the C tcrminuo of the amino acid acqucncc of SEQ ID NO: — 4- ID 
NO : 1 and having a thcrmoo tabic protease activity. 

Claim 2 (Cancelled) . 

3 . The protease gene isolated polynucleotide according 
to claim 2, which consists of the nucleotide [[base]] sequence of 
SEQ ID NO: 2 . 

Claims 4-19 (Cancelled) . 

20 (New) . An isolated polynucleotide encoding a protein 
consisting of an amino acid sequence in which one or more amino 
acid residues are deleted form the C-terminus of the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 4, wherein said encoded protein has 
protease activity and comprises the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID 
N0:1. 
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